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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, AF 

SUBJECT: AFGHAN GOVERNMENT REPORTS DESTRUCTION OF POPPY 
CROPS IN THE CENTRAL HELMAND REGION 

1 . IN LATE JANUARY, ABDUL WADOOD ZAFARI, ACTING PRESIDENT OF 

THE HELMAND-ARGHANDAB VALLEY AUTHORITY (HAVA) INFORMED USAID 
OFFICIALS AT LASHKAR GAH THAT 70 HECTARES OF YOUNG OPIUM 
POPPIES HAD RECENTLY BEEN PLOWED UNDER IN THE SHAMALAN AND 
DARWESHAN IRRIGATION AREAS. 

2. COMMENT: THE AREAS NAMED ARE PRESUMABLY WITHIN THE REGION 
COVERED BY OUR HELMAND VALLEY PROJECT. WE HAVE NO WAY OF CONFIR- 
MING THE ACCURACY OF THIS AFGHAN GOVERNMENT REPORT, BUT HAVE 
NO REASON TO DOUBT IT. 
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